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WASHINGTON, March 18 — For 2 -
week beiore the tragic death of a .

Dutch television team in El Salvador,” ' -
State Department cable traffic be-
twesn The Hague in the Netherlands
and The Haig in Foggy Bottom was
sizzling about *‘the interview that
never was” in-an Argentine newspa-
per. The eanod= illustrates how misin-

formation is being used to genera;e 1 "

© country vnth seven vessels in the
~ maneuvers, signaled “spy:ships” to -
+ the neutraiist Dutch, who are more
. concerned with the freedom of terror-

fearabout the Unitad States, -
*‘Operation Safz Pass,” - a lo-day '
NATO rearitime exercise that ended
this week, was desizned to give seamen’
ol the NATO countries practice in work-,
ing together to protect:trans-Atlantic -
sea lanes. The exercise was originally
planned to be held oif the coast of Cana-
da, but because the weather threatered
to make- everybody" seasnck it was

That afforded leftist propagandxsts
in Europe an extraordinary' oppor-
tunity to exploit isolationist sentiment
in the Netherlands. (Europeans have
Jabeled the most extreme form ‘of

by

“
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“The Dutch V!mxstry of Defense has
reqnested urgent clarification,” ca-

PR

~ pled our, Ambassadur there, *'of al-~
leged remarks by Ambassador Kirk- .
patrick that NATO exercise Safe Pass L
is directly related to concerns about EI
Salvador.’-The Defense Minister had .
“‘already received a2 number of parlia.

mentary inquiries about the Amnbassa-

" controversy could make it ‘politically

- difficult™for the Dutch to participate -

* in subsequent Caribbean exerc1sa, m-
B cludmgOceanVenmreSZ i

": The storm in the Netherlands wds
: stirred by the publication in:a-left-

-wing newspaper there of tremarks sup~
posedly made by the U.S. delegate to-
the U.N:; Jeane Kirkpatrick, to-an Ar-’

. dor’spurported statements,”and “‘the

i
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i
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| “the'anchorman or a polmcal commen-;.

gentine weekly She was- quoted”di- -

.. rectly as saying **Various ships which

* operate.in’ Europe wilk be transferred 3

tion and communication tasks.”
" That “quotation; ' translated from !

_Spanish into Dutch-and sent to- ties

" phony-“story,” Mrs. Kirkpatrick de--

to the Caribbean because of the excel-: 3 film clip of Mrs. Kirkpatrick. But then

lent training of their crews ininforrgf ; : ,._fa.lse quotation and was able to raise
% Has the press in the Netherlands ex--
~'posed “the interview that never was,”
- and otherwise made good on the black-

. ening of the U.S. role in NATO? That
" hasnot happened, and now that the at-,

_tnight have been murdered it is not:
© { likelytohappen, . MowuEE L
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ists:in_El Salvador than workers in

~ Eastern Europe. America’s U.N. rep- .

resentativerwas then quoted as saying -

. ominously: “The presence .of NATO:
- ships-and aircraft have more: t.han a
: symbolicmeaning.’” ;- o7 T iy

- Here: was .the Umted Stata U‘N.

. representanvefseemmg ‘to . involve -

Dutch ships in our war against agrar--
ian reformers in El Salvador; no won- -
der :the Dutch Defense Minister was
tearing - his hair. - Secratary Haig

N e' ~~-<«‘,

_ Meanwhxle nex?, month’s maneuver
called “Ocean Venture 82* —
.. as amphibious assault training — was |
changed when Venezuela objected to ;'

- queried our U.N. mission in New York,

and recéived this reply: *“Alleged re.”
marks by Ambassador Xirkpatrick
are completely untrue. . . . Allegations
are-preposterous, totally unfounded
science fiction.” =~ '

-Incensed at this use of her hame in a

manded and received an apology from
the reporter, Florencia -Braguinsky, |
who had signed the story in the Argen..
tine weekly: “You never made any
comments to me or to ‘Somos’ maga-.

zine on the subject of NATO maneu- '

versintheCaribbean,” . A
- Herboss, Alberto Oliva, added: "We H

never interviewed you on this matter. -

+ +.it was just an elaboration ejther of

tator while the TV image showed you .
entering the Senate.”

" Thus, the purported quotation was
from a dxsembodxed ‘*voiceover,” a

a Dutch; reporter in Mexico took that

“grave quwnons in his country s Par-:
~ liament:: - 2

.mosphere has been further poisoned
by suspicions that the Dutch newsmen |

" US.LA. chapterandversexsngen onl,
* specitic cases of forgeries of Army

“uted only to our embassies, with in-
_structions on how to recognize counter-
" feit documnents; it should be required

" phony paragraphs our C.LA. in the
§0's inserted in its distribution of
;Khnmhchev s *'secret speech.”)

. misquotation is another example of a

. withU.S, officials.

planned

the sight of any troops hitting its
beaches at a time when Nicaragua is

- bracing itself for just such an eyentu.
ality. The Dutch are supposed to have §;
.-afrigatein our training exercise; we'liu
- seeif they find some excuse to sail qui- ;

etlyaway.
This brovhaha over an escalatad

willingness to accept the worst about :

the U.S. Inan unclassified report titled i

“Forgeries of U.S. Documents,” pre- |
pared by the European. Branch ot"

o e ————————— e |+ "

manuals and phony texts of interviews

The forgery report has been distrib- |

reading at editorial desks and journal-
ism schools as well. (It lacks only the

- Thedesire of some European lemSts
“to equate El Salvador with Poland and /
Afghanistanis fierce. But whena story.
is shown to be an outright tabncatxon,,
isaretraction too much toask for? 7.
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